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MSDA Summer Show
Comfort Inn & Suites
600 Milwaukee Ave
Prospect Heights, IL
July 13 and 14

COMPEX '13 
Forest View Educational Center
2121 S. Goebbert Road
Arlington Heights IL
May 10-12

MSDA Spring Show
Comfort Inn & Suites
600 Milwaukee Ave
Prospect Heights IL
April 27 and 28

NSDA Chicago Show
White Eagles Hall
6839 N Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL
July 27-28

The March meeting was a bit of a change from the 
one in February (freezing cold and snowy) to  one 
that was just cold — someone should do something 
about that Pennsylvanian ground hog. 

Bill Schultz presented an APS slide lecture on "Stamp 
Printing Methods" produced by O.L. Harvey on the 
identification and distinguishing stamps between the 
different stamp printing methods.  

This month, Bill Schultz will present a talk on ‘‘Fakes, 
Fantasies, Forgeries, and Familiar Friends."

Scott 4740, the Global Forever 
($1.10), is the new international rate 
stamp. 

The Global Forever stamp offers a 
single price for any First-Class Mail 
International one-ounce letter to any 
country in the world.

This stamp appears to end the "Scenic American Landscapes" 
series of one and two ounce-stamps that were folded into 
the Scott catalogue as air mail issues. In October, the USPS is 
going to issue another international with a holiday theme. 

This month, five hundred years 
ago, Spanish explorer Juan 
Ponce de León and his fleet first 
spotted the vibrant, verdant 
coast of what he called “La 
Florida.” 

It was Easter week, and the 
name was meant to honor both 
the lush display of vegetation 
and the Spanish Pesach 
celebration, Pascua Florida 
(“Feast of the Flowers”). 
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WASHINGTON-FRANKLINS – Part 2 This month we will continue with the task of identification of the various 
Washington-Franklin Series issued from 1908 – 1922. This series requires the collector to know something about 
perforations, watermarks, press types and differentiation of the various sub-types of designs found in the rotary 
press products.

We will first look at the booklet and coil varieties of this issue in the three tables below:
Besides these tables, we need to understand 
the what the Rotary Press issues added to the 
mix — other than the fact the Rotary Press 
produces a slightly elongated image from that 
of the Flat Plate press. Happened in this issue 
was that the engravers went and added some 
subtle varieties to the stamps. Three of which 
we will look at.

The easiest identifier is the “Toga Button” outlined in 
the stamp above:

TYPE I: The outer lines of 
the toga button are poorly 
defined. 

TYPE Ia: The outer lines in 
the toga button are very well 
defined and sharp.

TYPE II: All the lines in the toga 
button are well defined. The 
outline of the button are complete 
and the interior vertical lines are 
sharp.

TYPE III: The lines are like the 
Type I, except the outline of the 
button is more distinct. We will 
have to look at another portion 
of the stamp to make a definite 
determination though.

We’ll look at that next month.
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