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The February meeting was held on Wednesday vice Tuesday due
to Grayslake village elections. Even if we were able to have the
Tuesday meeting it would have been snowed out as they closed
down promptly after the last voter left around 7:30 pm.
As it was, it was a very cold, blustery and intermittently snowy that
evening. Bill Schultz was unable to give his 'Fakes, Fantasies, Forgeries,
and Familiar Friends' presentation that evening (it has been rescheduled
for the April meeting). Instead we looked some of the various internet
sites that relate to stamp collecting.
This month, Bill Schultz will present an APS slide lecture 'Stamp Printing
Methods' by O. L. Harvey.

ANNOUNCING THE

… not just stamps,
but Buffalo Nickels ...

This year the American Philatelic Society is holding StampShow 2013 in
Milwaukee, WI. This is their largest annual — hosting 150+ dealers,
nearly 15,000 pages of exhibits, public auction, first day ceremonies, 50
societies and more. So think about attending – only 55 miles from the
Grayslake Library.
Only two new stamp
issues this month. The
Modern Art in America
(7 March) with twelve
various sized stamps and
the 46¢ Patriotic Star
coil stamp (19 March)
along with two pieces of postal stationery. This is in line with the
number of issues scheduled for each month.

Treasures’ Report: Checking - $1,695.22; Savings - $ 1,546.36; Total – $ 3,241.58
Local
Stamp
Shows

MSDA Spring Show
Comfort Inn & Suites
600 Milwaukee Ave
Prospect Heights IL
April 27 and 28

Next meeting:
7-PM on TUESDAY, 26 March 2013
at the Grayslake Library
100 Library Lane - Grayslake, IL 60030

COMPEX '13
Forest View Educational Center
2121 S. Goebbert Road
Arlington Heights IL
May 10-12

MSDA Summer Show
Comfort Inn & Suites
600 Milwaukee Ave
Prospect Heights, IL
July 13 and 14

Officers:

NSDA Chicago Show
White Eagles Hall
6839 N Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL
July 27-28

Dr Tom Willer – President
Bill Schultz – Vice President
Dave Sadler – Secretary
Walter F. Veile - Treasurer

One of the most confusing issues produced by the Post Office was the Washington - Franklin Issues or the Third Bureau Issue.
This series of definitive stamps depicting only George Washington and Benjamin Franklin were produced between 1908 and
1922.
The distinctive feature of this issue is that it employs only two engraved heads set in ovals—Washington and Franklin in full
profile—and replicates one or another of these portraits on every stamp in the series.
In the early Washington-Franklin issues (1908–11), every design incorporated a pair of olive branches surrounding one or the
other of the two profiles. From 1912 on, however, the Franklin-head issues would instead appear with oak leaves near the
bottom of the oval in the image. Olive branches and oak leaves are often used as symbols for peace — olive branches and
strength —oak leaves, though no official acknowledgement was made for their use.
The series were issued in denominations ranging from 1¢ to $5.00, each value printed in different color ink. The two
engravings of either Washington or Franklin are employed in five basic design themes that dealt with variations of framework,
ornaments, and lettering which in turn were used to print more than 250 separate and distinct stamp issues over a fourteenyear period.
During this time, seven separate series of the Washington-Franklins appeared in succession — each series differing somewhat
from its predecessor in physical characteristics such as paper type, perforation size, and watermarks, in addition to the
introduction of new denominations printed with new colors. They were all produced by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
in Washington DC, these issues were generally printed by the flat-plate process, but several of the issues also employed other
new and experimental printing methods, including use of the revolutionary rotary printing press and the offset printing
process as the BEP searched for was of cutting cost of production.
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The first Washington-Franklin postage stamp to be released was a two-cent stamp issued on 16 November 1908. Other denominations
soon followed and would continue to appear through the WWI years, with the last Washington-Franklin postage stamp issued in 1923. The
series thus survived for almost fifteen years, longer than any previous US Postage Stamp series produced by a single printing organization.
The first set is illustrated below with the number of varieties appearing between 1908-1922 printed below:
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Over the next few months we’ll look at ways of distinguishing the stamps in order to figure out which stamp goes where the stamp album.

Dr Who 1

Dr Who 11

Dr Who 4

Dr Who 7

The United Kingdom is issuing a
interesting set of 11 stamps honoring
the 50th year since a strange old man
stepped out of a Police Box in a
scrapyard down Totter's Lane, and
launched the television series now
shown on cable TV here. Four, of
which, are illustrated to the left
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